Ivory osteoma of the craniofacial skeleton.
The authors describe the clinical presentation, investigation, and surgical management of two cases of benign ivory osteoma of the craniofacial skeleton. In the first case, a bony mass located over the frontal region had become a cosmetic burden to the patient, and she requested removal with minimal morbidity. Accordingly, an endoscopic procedure, with minimal access incisions located behind the hairline, was devised. In the second case, the patient, a Jehovah's Witness, presented with a long history of slowly enlarging bony masses over the maxilla and in the pterygopalatine space. She finally requested surgical intervention when the symptoms of pain related to fifth nerve compression at the foramen ovale became intolerable. Key aspects of the preoperative and perioperative management strategies used to avoid blood transfusion are detailed, as is the surgical approach, which included a bicoronal scalp flap with temporary removal of the zygomatic arch and the coronoid process. Finally, the etiology, histology, and natural history of ivory osteomas are discussed.